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end of the wall.3 In other words, we did not know where to look.
Most Planchette and similar messages are contradictory and
usually ambiguous*
It might have been possible to have dug up the whole of the
large garden, could we have obtained the necessary permission.
But the property then belonged to Queen Anne's Bounty, and it
is highly improbable that they would have allowed us to dis-
figure the garden and paths, etc., by digging for the nun, as they
were trying to sell the property. And I was waiting for a more
definite clue,
As for the stone with CB' on it, this was merely a boundary-
stone between two properties, placed there when the Rectory
was built in 1863. At least a hundred readers wrote and asked
why we did not dig under the stone. Canon Anson had pur-
chased the first edition of my book. In the second edition pub-
lished in March 1941, as we were being inundated with inquiries
about the CBJ stone, I inserted a paragraph at p. 158 explaining
our reason why we did not excavate there. I said: *Seance
"communications" are notoriously unreliable, and it would
indeed be a phenomenon if this stone should have been placed,
in 1863, over the exact spot where the remains of the nun were
alleged to have been interred in 1667.' I repeat that I was
waiting for a more definite 'lead,* and, as the reader will learn,
this was eventually forthcoming.
As for Canon Anson's second query as to why no Mass was
celebrated, we tried to find a Roman Catholic priest who would
say this, in the Rectory (as requested), and failed. Dom Richard
Whitehouse, O.S.B., also tried and failed. The trouble was, of
course, that the property belonged to the Anglican ecclesiastical
authorities, and they would have resented a Requiem Mass or
hymn being sung in the Rectory for the repose of the soul of
Marie Lairre. Several Requiem Masses have been sung since
at Arundel and elsewhere.
Canon Anson raised another point.  He says:
I wonder also how it is possible to imagine a nunnery existing in
England in the seventeenth century. Except for the small Anglican
community at Little Gidding, in Charles Fs reign, there were no